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On the brink of extinction in France in the beginning of the XX century, the European beaver Castor fiber
has recolonised its lost territories since its legal protection in 1909.

To monitor this positive development, the Ministry in charge of ecology entrusted the French Biodiversity
Agency (OFB) in 1987 with the creation and management of a network of spemallsts of the species, the
Beaver Network. 3 ‘
Initially primarily internal to the OFB, the Beaver Network has been evo
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multiple partners to expand its monitoring capabllltles. This _evolutio
improvements for data collection.
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Organisation of the Beaver Network

- Different nested geographical scales: national [/ regional / departmental
- National coordination by OFB
- Includes a number of partners from different stakeholders: NGOs, river
managers, land managers, hunters, etc.
- To monitor beaver’s distribution by organising surveys to cover as much
e e S M SR T territory as possible
P S R - NG - To share data and knowledge and produce a common distribution map

A natlonal protocol for monitoring

- Based on the sgarch for evidence of presence and :;Ztrrl';::::hr;:: A e
absence along rivers

- Linear representation of presence/absence on a
reference rivers network

- Priority given to new areas and/or colonisation
fronts

- Prospecting strategy definied locally by observers

- In paraIIeI collection of opportunistic observations

Réseau Castor
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Beaver presence:
Possible presence
Probable presence
— Certain presence
— Checked absence
- Opportunistic observations

Hydrographic network:
== Catchments limits
Main rivers

Administrative limits:
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Source: beaver network
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s The results presented are the result of collective work. Thanks to all the partners of the Castor network for their contribution.

Development of an application to centralise data

Currently: e ~
- Postgre/PostGIS database with a centralised data entry = bottleneck! Reference Data ||
- Linear distribution only with prospection data - gap between mapsand | . . | |
I.t (hydrographic network) R Beaver module processing | Web services
reality y - (INPN)
- Size of presence/absence sections defined by observers = interpretation e e AP
bias Cield Data % \ - Surveyed linear features maps
Ongoing development: | \- AN /
- Field data entry tool Fomivl siankiadin
- Integration of opportunistic observations for presence for the - / —
distribution map | | |  partner Data A —
- Automatic and common translation of point data to linear data (section | '"egraton w Database (DB)
sizes) \- J
Monitoring the expansion 2 beaver’s, distributior ;' *,’I;ep r}eSent;;""“ a ‘major, cljallen ge, but also a

tremendous opportunlty
and experiences.
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