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Why did this happen?

• The Cairngorms has a long history of land use conflict

• Farmers drew evocative parallels with the infamous and historic 
Highland Clearances – this successfully engaged national and even 
international media

• Beavers were a cause célèbre for wider concerns and conflict



Insights
• Beavers are agents of change

• Environmental and ecological
• Societal, cultural and emotive

• Unique place identities must especially be considered in ecological 
engineer / keystone species reintroductions
• These may lead to novel forms of consultation, collaboration and mitigation

• Engagement is best achieved through both sharing information and 
making connections between groups and people

• Media and public often engage best through narratives and stories
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