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Past Present and 
future

Contribution to ‘Comparative Histories of UK 
National Parks’ 

Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park
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Horatio McCulloch in 1861
Glasgow Museums Collections

Travel Poster 1921

Travel writing and art popularising Loch Lomond area in the 18th and 19th century



But where are the beavers?
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Loch Lomond and 
the Trossachs 
National Park

• Park established 2002
• 7 individuals officially translocated in 2023 to the RSPB reserve 

within LLTNP
• Park strategy states to ‘Support the return of the beaver to the 

Park’s freshwater bodies.’
• Park strategy to protect and enhance natural and cultural heritage 

(including scenic landscapes) 10



Multispecies 
Futures in Scenic 

Landscapes

• Beaver landscapes can be challenging for the aesthetic 
appreciation of Victorian-era scenic ideals enshrined 
in various ways of reproducing scenery in poetry to 
social media 

• Nature recovery through ecosystem engineering 
species such as beavers means we have to integrate 
new ways of looking at nature and what ‘picturesque’ 
landscapes are

• We need to take ‘the looks’ of beaver landscapes 
seriously as sources of contention but also to deliver 
positive cultural ecosystem services
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Other talks/posters from this research group:
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Friday 15:03 by Barnaby Fogg: “Gnawing concerns 
are not going away” - a media analysis of beaver 
reintroductions to the Scottish Cairngorms National 
Park

Poster presentation by Steph Webb: ‘Cultural 
ecosystem services of beaver-modified 
landscapes’



Thank you for your attention
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