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Guide to qualifications
Build your own pathway
We deliver a range of programmes from SCQF level 1 to 12, comprising courses for school pupils in their senior 
phase and college programmes through to apprenticeships and university-level study. Our programmes are 
designed so you can create your own unique learner journey. You get credit for prior learning and experience 
and enter at the SCQF level that is right for you. We provide pathways so you can progress seamlessly through 
the SCQF levels and then, when the time is right for you, you can exit with the qualification you want.

This means you choose your own path.

SCQF levels and qualifications explained
We use the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework to explain the level of difficulty of a programme 

– SCQF level 1 being the equivalent of a National 1 in Scotland and SCQF level 12 a Doctoral Degree.

You can check the entry requirements for courses on our website to identify which level to apply for based 
on your prior learning and experience. Our student support team can also advise you if you are unsure. Towards the end 
of your course, you will be given the option to exit with a qualification or progress on to the next SCQF level of study.

Email student.support.ic@uhi.ac.uk

FURTHER EDUCATION
SCQF LEVEL 1 TO 6

UNDERGRADUATE HIGHER EDUCATION
SCQF LEVEL 7 TO 10

POSTGRADUATE
SCQF LEVEL 11 TO 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

NATIONALS 
SCQF level 1-5

HIGHERS 
SCQF level 6

ADVANCED HIGHER 
SCQF level 7

NATIONAL CERTIFICATES (NC) 
SCQF level 4-6

HIGHER NATIONAL 
CERTIFICATE (HNC) 

SCQF level 7

ORDINARY DEGREE 
SCQF level 9

HONOURS DEGREE 
SCQF level 10

POSTGRADUATE 
CERTIFICATE/

DIPLOMA 
SCQF level 11

HIGHER NATIONAL 
DIPLOMA (HND) 
SCQF level 8

FOUNDATION 
APPRENTICESHIP (FA) 

SCQF level 6

GRADUATE APPRENTICESHIP (GA) 
SCQF level 7-10

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AWARD (PDA) 
SCQF level 7-9

DOCTORAL DEGREE 
SCQF level 12

MASTER’S DEGREE 
SCQF level 11

MODERN APPRENTICESHIP (MA) 
SCQF level 5-7

SCOTTISH VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATION (SVQ) 
SCQF level 4 to 11

SCOTTISH VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATION (SVQ) 
SCQF level 4 to 11

NATIONAL PROGRESSION AWARD (NPA) 
SCQF level 4-8

NATIONAL PROGRESSION AWARD (NPA) 
SCQF level 4-8

Visit 
www.inverness. 

uhi.ac.uk/courses 
for further course 

information.


